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Lecture notes:

Missing.

James Dean Brown: ’Understanding Research in Second Language Learning’

(1) Types of research:

(2) secondary research: based on sources taht are one step removed from the original information; the type languge teachers are most familiar

(3) significant results on this field: Noam Chomsky – creating a new framework for understanding language by generative-tranformational grammar 

(4) primary research: is derived from the primary sources of information rather than from secondary sources

(a) 2 subdivisions: 

(b) case studies – centering on 1 or a few individuals; longitudinal

· statistical studies 

· group phenomena + individual behaviour 

· often cross-sectional = considering a group as a cross section of possible behaviours at a particular point(s) in time

· estimate the probability that the results did not occur by chance alone

· 2 subcategories:

· survey studies: focusing on a group’s attitudes and/or characteristics

A.) experimental studies: investigating the language behaviour of groups under controlled conditions

1.) Characteristics of statistical research

2.) Systematic research – definite procedural rules

3.) Logical research – rules forming a straightforward. Logical pattern

4.) Tangible research – based on the collection and manipulation of data from the real world; data must be quantifiable

5.) Replicable research – the reader can do the study again under the same conditions

B.) Reductive research – confusion of facts that language and language teaching frequently present is reduced

1.) Variables

1.1) = human characteristics or abilities that differ over time or among individuals 

1.2) differing both over time and among individuals: language proficiency, motivation, self-esteem, health 

2.) differing only among individuals: sex, nationality, first-language background, intelligence, language-ability

3.) Variables versus constructs: a variable is what we can observe or quantify (e.g. proficiency in Spanish), whereas a construct is the actual characteristic or ability that it represents in human beings (e.g. test scores in Spanish showing a reflection of the ability).

4.) Operationalization - -an operational definition should take a variable out of the realm of theory and plant it squarely in concrete reality, it must be based on observable, testable or quantifiable characteristics + it must be unique, not fitting other possible constructs.

4.1 Types of variables:

4.2 Dependent ~: the variable of focus on which other variables will act if there is any relationship > it makes sense only in the context of the other variables, e.g. Profociency in Spanish
4.3 Independent ~: selected by the researcher to determine their effect on or relationship with the dependent variable, e.g. one year of Spanish study
4.4 Moderator ~: a special types of independent ~ that has been chosen to detremine how, if at all, the relationship between the independent and dependent ~ is affected by the moderator ~, e.g. males and females
4.5 Help: For independent ~, the concern is with their direct realtionship to the dependent ~, whereas for moderator ~, the concern is with their effect on that relationship. 

4.6 Control ~: has been chosen to keep constant, neutralize or otherwise eliminate, not to have an effect on the study, e.g. previous background in Spanish
4.7 Intervening ~: abstract, theoretical labels applied to teh relationship or process that links the independent and dependent variables, e.g. language learning
C.) 5.) All five types may not be included in all studies and there may be more than one variable of each type that is included.

1.) Responsibility of the reader of a study:

2.) Should try to ferret out the variables in a study.

3.) Should evaluate the investigator’s use of lables for the variables involved.

4.) The relationships between variables must make sense. 

5.) Has the author included all the variables taht are important and none that are extraneous?

Kormos & Csölle ’Topics in Applied Linguistics’ Chapter 17 and 18
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