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1) Referents
a) the “culture” that is the subject of British cultural studies
b) we are actually in roles that are constructed, learned and far from inevitable
c) cultural studies
d) cultural studies
e) One of the two defining characteristics of cultural studies: the complexity and comprehensiveness of the theoretical issues it has confronted in order to deal with the problem of culture
2) Main points
Par.1
The book, British Cultural studies, charts some of the reasons for the shift from elite to popular culture and outlines cultural studies as a set of key sites of investigation, key methodologies and theoretical orientations, and a critical practice.
Par.3
Emerging from a literary critical tradition that saw popular culture as a threat to the moral and cultural standards of modern civilisation, the work of the pioneers in cultural studies breaks with that literary tradition’s elitist assumptions in order to examine the everyday and the ordinary: those aspects of our lives that exert so powerful and unquestioned an influence on our existence that we take them for granted.
Par.4
Since popular culture includes the fundamental, basic roles of our social life which are constructed, learned and not inevitable, so they should not be taken for granted, the focus on popular culture has quickly become a focus on how our everyday lives are constructed, how culture forms its subjects; the aim is to locate the social and political effects of these formations.
Par.9
One of the two defining characteristics of cultural studies, the complexity and comprehensiveness of the theoretical issues it has confronted in order to deal with the problem of culture, creates real problems in a book such as this and it is also a problem for the tradition itself, since it has lead to accusations of “theoreticism” (an elitist fondness for the intricacies of theory for their own sake).
Par.12
The aim of the book, British Cultural Studies, is to provide a guide for students entering this important and complicated field, to enable them to search out the appropriate primary sources relevant to their interests or needs. 
3) Questions
a) British Cultural Studies
b) There is no orthodoxy in cultural studies; what’s more, there is a stout resistance against developing orthodoxy in it. 
c) Cultural studies describes processes of our everyday life.
d) Cultural studies deals with the working class and with that of women, since in these topics oppressive power relations can be analysed; it is similar to a critical European Marxism, both tries to understand the working of capitalist societies and the ways of changing them.
e) It defines itself partly as bordering between disciplines, and to some degree as being a natural discipline.
