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For each of the sentences below, write a new sentence as similar as possible in meaning to the original sentence, but using the word given. This word must not be altered in any way. Write full sentences and give only one solution.

1. We’ll go for a picnic on Sunday if the weather is good.

PERMITTING

...................................................................................................................................................... 

2. When all the work was finished, we didn’t know what to do.

LOOSE

...................................................................................................................................................... 

3. Although she had trained, she didn’t win the race.

DESPITE

...................................................................................................................................................... 

4. The athlete had firmly decided on winning a gold medal at the Olympics.

SIGHTS

...................................................................................................................................................... 

5. At the start of the fire, no one seemed very worried.

OUT

...................................................................................................................................................... 

6. I am just not interested in soccer any more.

LOSE

...................................................................................................................................................... 

7. You have really upset Jane by saying all those terrible things.

FEELINGS

...................................................................................................................................................... 

8. You have got to accept that you may never see Simon again.

FACE

...................................................................................................................................................... 

9. The smooth-talking salesman persuaded me to spend over L100 on a silk blouse.

TALKED

...................................................................................................................................................... 

10. I forbid you to go out tonight.

QUESTION

...................................................................................................................................................... 

11. There’s no similarity between your problem and mine.

BEARS

...................................................................................................................................................... 

12. After he lost his job, the only way he could support his family was by stealing.

RESORTED

...................................................................................................................................................... 

13. He told us we were not obliged to buy any of his products.

OBLIGATION

...................................................................................................................................................... 

14. The leaflet explains how you will be affected by the new tax.

APPLIES

...................................................................................................................................................... 

15. You have to take into account the number of latecomers.

PROVISION

......................................................................................................................................................

Fill each of the numbered blanks in the passage with ONE suitable word. Write your answers in the grid at the bottom of the page, not in the actual gaps.

In most major cities in the world, violence is accepted as a feature of daily life. Stories of robbery and personal attack are common and ...(1)... crime figures are taken for granted. But a recent phenomenon is causing concern in Britain, ...(2)... of rural violence. In small country towns, usually considered to be peaceful and trouble-free, outbreaks of violence ...(3)... becoming more frequent. This violence is ...(4)... various kinds: sometimes it's Saturday night drunkenness, with young people having ...(5)... much to drink and then fighting with ...(6)... another or attacking property; at other times there are attacks ...(7)... minority groups; occasionally there is shooting by people who have got hold of ...(8)... . The police in rural areas are now having to deal with situations with ...(9)... they were formerly unfamiliar.

Why...(l0)... these young people turn to violence? ...(11)... parents put the blame on TV but another explanation may be boredom. Young people who live far from big metropolitan centers ...(12)... an age where they want to break out of the small world where they ...(13)... up. They need to be ...(14)... to get about on ...(15)... own, to travel beyond their villages not only for leisure ...(16)... also for access to work and further education. If they can't afford transport, there is ...(17)... major problem. Many country teenagers are trapped by distance. There are now fewer buses than sixty years ago, and they don't ...(18)... late in the evening. ...(19)... is little to do in the villages themselves, especially in the winter.

They'll grow out of it, their parents say, and of course they ...(20)... . But it isn't much fun, having little money and nothing to do in a beautiful place that for them is a social desert. 
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Choose the word or phrase which best completes each sentence. Circle your answer.

1. She was so cold that she couldn’t stop ...… . 

A shivering B shaking C stuttering D shuddering 

2. If they cause any ...…, call me and I’ll phone the police.  

A trouble B nuisance C anxiety D scene 

3. The professor has done some interesting ...... on eating habits in Mediterranean countries.  

A study B research C report D experiment 

4. Let’s go for a …… in my car - the weather is lovely.  

A turn B curl C twist D spin 

5. We were all ...… after getting caught in the rainstorm.  

A moistened B soaked C damped D dampened 

6. Many people ...… Joe as being unfriendly, but he’s actually just shy. 

A understand B realise C comprehend D perceive 

7. Our position is quite clear; I don’t think it needs to be ...… out.  

A told B spelt C detailed D specified 

8. Suspects may be ...… without trial for up to two weeks.  

A impounded B locked C held D restrained 

9. In the face of police questioning, the suspect ...… and said nothing.  

A split up B cracked up C clammed up D warmed up 

10. The spokesman said he was not ...… to release any further information. 

A at liberty B on the level C on arrival D for certain 

11. I’m planning on leaving home, but I haven’t ...… up the courage to tell my parents yet. 

A plucked B drawn C rung D made 

12. The suspect was released ...… pending trial on a charge of manslaughter. 

A on bail B on duty C in response to D at sea 

13. Government critics poured ...… on the Minister’s appeals for cooperation. 

A contempt B derision C disdain D scorn 

14. No one’s even studied the problem, ...… tried to do anything about it. 

A not to say B far more C in no way D much less 

15. The government now expects a $10 billion ...… in revenue, so taxes will have to go up. 

A fallout B shortfall C shortcoming D outcome 

16. After years of working together, the partners found themselves ...... linked. 

A permanently B indelibly C perpetually D inextricably 

17. Before his act, the magician had to ...… an assistant in the audience.  

A use B conceal C plant D locate 

18. I'm afraid I can’t tell you what he said. It would be ...… of confidence.  

A rupture  B break C rift D breach 

19. On her return home, she gave an exciting ...… of her adventures. 

A story B tale C account D history 

20. This is by far the best party …… for years.  

A I’ve been to B I was at C I’ve been at D I went to 

SUGGESTED KEY

1. Weather permitting, we’ll go for a picnic on Sunday.

2. When all the work was finished, we were at a loose end.

3. Despite having trained, she didn’t win the race.

4. The athlete had set his/her sights on winning a gold medal at the Olympics.

5. No one seemed very worried when the fire broke out.

6. I have lost all interest in soccer.

7. You have really hurt Jane’s feelings by saying all those terrible things.

8. You will have to face the fact that you may never see Simon again.

9. The smooth-talking salesman talked me into spending over L100 on a silk blouse.

10. Your going out tonight is out of the question.

11. Your problem bears no resemblance to mine.

12. After he lost his job, he resorted to stealing to support his family.

13. He told us we were under no obligation to buy any of his products.

14. The leaflet explains how the new tax applies to you.

15. You have to make provision for latecomers.

1. high/rising/increasing/growing

2. that

3. are

4. of/comprising

5. too

6. one

7. on

8. guns/weapons

9. which

10. do/would

11. most/some/many

12. at

13. grew

14. able/told

15. their

16. but

17. a/another

18. run/operate

19. there

20. will

1. A

2. A

3. B

4. D

5. B

6. D

7. B

8. C

9. C

10. A

11. A

12. A

13. D

14. D

15. B

16. D

17. C

18. D

19. C

20. A

Sample Paper 1.

For each of the sentences below, write a new sentence as similar as possible in meaning to the original sentence, but using the word given. This word must not be altered in any way. Write full sentences and give only one solution.

1. Most people regard Dr Peters as being the best surgeon in his field.

WIDELY

...................................................................................................................................................... 

2. The little boy saved half of his pocket money each week to buy a new bicycle.

SET

...................................................................................................................................................... 

3. I felt the last candidate seemed rather inexperienced.

STRUCK

...................................................................................................................................................... 

4. She looks great with that new hairstyle.

WONDERS

...................................................................................................................................................... 

5. Janet’s husband can behave very aggressively at times.

STREAK

...................................................................................................................................................... 

6. Many people find themselves in difficulties by not paying for goods immediately.

CREDIT

...................................................................................................................................................... 

7. Buying old maps was a hobby of John Samson’s.

DABBLED

...................................................................................................................................................... 

8. The twins seem to disagree with each other.

PICKING

...................................................................................................................................................... 

9. He said that I could use his Land-Rover at any time.

DISPOSAL

...................................................................................................................................................... 

10. Each applicant will be judged for his own qualities.

MERIT

...................................................................................................................................................... 

11. There’s nothing new about crimes of passion.

HILLS

...................................................................................................................................................... 

12. We had to wait ages for the plane to take off, so we decided to have a meal in the restaurant.

KILL

...................................................................................................................................................... 

13. Jack got promoted before anyone else.

BE

...................................................................................................................................................... 

14. Valerie Green is a woman I greatly respect.

ADMIRATION

...................................................................................................................................................... 

15. I only know Mr Gordman slightly.

ACQUAINTANCE

......................................................................................................................................................

Fill each of the numbered blanks in the passage with ONE suitable word. Write your answers in the grid at the bottom of the page, not in the actual gaps.

The future of the African elephant depends on man. No ..1.. can human beings and wild animals live in harmony throughout vast areas of the continent ..2.. was possible in days gone ..3.. for man’s needs have increased as well as ..4.. numbers. There are regions, ..5.. as the Congo forests and the equatorial Sudan, ..6.. the old relationship may remain for a ..7.. more years or even generations, but in general it has gone. Conservation, ..8.. it is to be effective, ..9.. be a positive, constructive policy, and it is wishful thinking to imagine ..10.., particularly in the case of the elephant. And if this is not yet true of the whole of Africa, ..11.. soon will be, for the increase ..12.. the human population is almost universal. Where human beings and wild animals find ..13.. in competition with ..14.. other, the animals will lose. Even if ..15.. appears to be enough room for both, man will not tolerate ..16.. long a situation in which elephants and other creatures make even occasional raids ..17.. his fields of food or economic crops. For many years ..18.. has been a major cause of conflicting interests and ..19.. of the reasons why so many elephants have been shot to control ..20.. numbers. 
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Choose the word or phrase which best completes each sentence. Circle your answer.

1. As he turned to chase the ball, the centre forward ............ his knee and collapsed in agony. 

A twisted B tortured C contorted D crumpled 

2. When her parents died, Brenda .......... of the house and all its contents. 

A discarded B disposed C dispensed D discharged 

3. This is a nice .............. spot. Let’s have our picnic here. 

A secluded B stagnant C separate D motionless 

4. There can be no .............. fixes or magic solutions to the problem of unemployment. 

A fast B speedy C quick D sudden 

5. My grandmother was ............ by Andrew’s cultivated manners and his charming smile. 

A subjected B captured C captivated D enslaved 

6. After lunch we ............ along the sea front for a while and then returned to the coach. 

A strolled B crept C shuffled D waddled 

7. It’s a long time since London was ............ in one of its infamous pea-souper fogs. 

A enveloped B enclosed C encircled D invaded 

8. The house that we used to live in is in a very ............. state. 

A neglectful B negligible C neglected D negligent 

9. Jack and Carol’s new baby lay in its cot, ............ happily. 

A tittering B whining C sniggering D gurgling 

10. He lost his job and his home and eventually ........... up living on the streets. 

A reached B wound C set D went 

11. The breeze coming through the open window caused the candlelight to .............. . 

A waver B flicker C flap D tremble 

12. .............. English, which has no gender system, German has masculine, feminine and neuter. 

A Besides B Except C Apart D Unlike 

13. Some people have a more ............. attitude towards animals than they do towards children. 

A human B altruistic C cosmopolitan D humane 

14. Charles had very little interest in the museum: he gave each exhibit no more than a(n) ............ glance. 

A transient B temporary C ephemeral D cursory 

15. I dread having to speak to my boss. He’s such a(n) ............ character that I never know how he’s going to react. 

A transitory B fleeting C impermanent D volatile 

16. After three weeks off work, Darius found that time was beginning to ............. . 

A relax B drag C delay D extend 

17. He has been offered the job ............ to his passing a medical examination. 

A confirmatory B provisional C subject D dependent 

18. Frank would be more popular in the office if he didn’t try so hard to ........... himself with the boss. 

A ingratiate B sympathise C appreciate D regard 

19. It is .............. that the Minister of Justice should be accused of corruption. 

A ironic B sarcastic C cynical D sardonic 

20. ..........., free health care is an attractive idea, but it has a number of serious drawbacks and practical problems. 

A Because B Just as C Despite D At first glance 

SUGGESTED KEY

1. Dr Peters is widely regarded as the best surgeon in his field.

2. The little boy set aside half of his pocket money each week to buy a new bicycle.

3. The last candidate struck me as rather inexperienced.

4. That new hairstyle does wonders for her.

5. Janet's husband has an aggressive streak.

6. Many people find themselves in difficulties by buying on credit.

7. John Samson dabbled in buying old maps.

8. The twins are always picking on each other.

9. He put his Land-Rover at my disposal.

10. What on earth possessed you to do something as dangerous as that?

11. Carol's rude and, what's more, she is (also) dishonest.

12. We had time to kill before the plane took off, so we decided to have a meal in the restaurant.

13. Jack was the first to be promoted.

14. I have great admiration for Valerie Green.

15. Mr Gordman is only a casual acquaintance.

1. longer

2. as

3. by

4. his

5. such

6. where

7. few

8. if

9. must

10. so

11. it

12. of

13. themselves

14. each

15. there

16. for

17. on

18. it

19. one

20. their

1. A

2. B

3. A

4. C

5. C

6. A

7. A

8. C

9. D

10. B

11. B

12. D

13. D

14. D

15. D

16. B

17. C

18. A

19. A

20. C

 Sample Paper 2.

For each of the sentences below, write a new sentence as similar as possible in meaning to the original sentence, but using the word given. This word must not be altered in any way. Write full sentences and give only one solution.

1. I tell them all the time that they should spend less.

KEEP 

...................................................................................................................................................... 

2. She spends all day cooking.

BUT

...................................................................................................................................................... 

3. Demonstrations outside the town hall are not permitted.

BAN

...................................................................................................................................................... 

4. The subsidy is gradually being withdrawn.

PHASED

...................................................................................................................................................... 

5. They continued to suggest that we were to blame for the problem.

PERSISTED

...................................................................................................................................................... 

6. He is said to be a hardworking person.

REPUTATION

...................................................................................................................................................... 

7. I’m not friendly with him; in fact, I hardly even know him.

FAR

...................................................................................................................................................... 

8. I advise you not to believe what you hear on the radio about my case.

RELIANCE

...................................................................................................................................................... 

9. She can try as hard as she likes, but she won’t succeed.

HOWEVER

...................................................................................................................................................... 

10. You may choose to accept that job offer.

OPTION

...................................................................................................................................................... 

11. She seemed to me a highly efficient secretary.

STRUCK

...................................................................................................................................................... 

12. The firm went bankrupt after failing to win the contract.

LIQUIDATION

...................................................................................................................................................... 

13. She did everything possible to save her marriage.

POWER

...................................................................................................................................................... 

14. In my opinion, Simon was a fool not to accept their job offer.

DOWN

...................................................................................................................................................... 

15. She was going to hand in her notice when the boss decided to promote her.

POINT

......................................................................................................................................................

Fill each of the numbered blanks in the passage with ONE suitable word. Write your answers in the grid at the bottom of the page, not in the actual gaps.

One’s individual horoscope, otherwise known …1… one’s birthchart, is dependent on and influenced by the …2… of planets at the exact time of one’s emergence …3… the world. An astrologer, aided by mathematical and astrological tables, will use personal statistics …4… on the place and exact moment of birth …5… graphically chart one’s horoscope. By carefully studying this chart, which …6… the planets’ positional relationship at the time of one’s birth, an accredited astrologer …7… the ability to interpret one’s personality traits and provide pertinent …8… about one’s future. Each planet on a personalised starchart signifies a particular field of energy representative …9… a certain aspect of life. The strength …10… weakness of an energy field is dependent on the inter-planetary position. A numerical value is assigned …11… each energy field and …12… sum total, supposedly, represents one’s life potential. Based on this theory, astrologers believe that one can chart the …13… of one’s life. They also feel that, …14… though everything in life is mapped out, one can …15… control one’s destiny. A good astrologer’s job is to assist individuals …16… recognising which aspects of their lives …17… prove troublesome and what action to take in order to …18… problems which could arise …19… to a weak energy field. At the same time, they can also give one advice on how to exploit strong energy fields so …20… to achieve happiness and prosperity in life.

1. 6. 11. 16. 

2. 7. 12. 17. 

3. 8. 13. 18. 

4. 9. 14. 19. 

5. 10. 15. 20. 

Choose the word or phrase which best completes each sentence. Circle your answer.

1. He has been in ............. ever since he was convicted of taking bribes. 

A shame B disrepute C reproach D disgrace 

2. The damp has .......... his health; he’s got rheumatism. 

A affected B effected C swayed D impressed 

3. Brazil derives the majority of its revenue from one ............, coffee. 

A stock B merchandise C ware D commodity 

4. Kevin will ............ to the challenge of his new promotion. 

A raise B rise C risen D arise 

5. They struggled ........... the hurricane-force gusts that swept the pack ice. 

A for B against C by D among 

6. Speaking about his long battle with illness struck a ............ with the audience. 

A wire B rope C string D chord 

7. Having seen the film that won the Oscar, I was disappointed as it wasn’t all that it’s ............ up to be. 

A creased B cracked C lined D valued 

8. I prefer to practice the violin alone in my bedroom as having other members of the family listen really ............ my style. 

A restricts B impedes C obstructs D cramps 

9. There’s such a lot .......... that we’ve got to get it right this time. 

A at stake B in play C by chance D depending on 

10. Car prices in the UK are high in ........ to other European countries. 

A reference B affinity C relation D connection 

11. This is a good hair dye but the colour gradually ......... after a few weeks. 

A fades B vanishes C faints D pales 

12. It was impossible for me to make a decision, so I ............ a coin. 

A tossed B threw C flung D cast 

13. I propose we ............ the speeches until the end of the event. 

A leaving B to leave C leave D be leaving 

14. “Everything I do fails; I’m a walking disaster.”

      “I suggest you ........... complaining and count your blessings.” 

A stopping B stop C to have stopped D to stop 

15. We had no way of knowing what ............ ahead of us. 

A lay B lied C laid D lain 

16. Michael was the ........... force behind the company’s rapid expansion. 

A managing B leading C rising D driving 

17. The minister made no ........... of any further negotiations. 

A mention B comment C indication D remark 

18. At the scene of the disaster the Prince said some comforting words to the .............. relatives. 

A lamenting B wailing C complaining D grieving 

19. When the two of them get together, they’ll be a force to be ............ with. 

A frightened B handled C reckoned D faced 

20. Diana ........ over a stone and fell flat on her face. 

A dripped B tripped C stepped D walked 

SUGGESTED KEY

1. I keep them telling that they should spend less.

2. She does nothing but complain all day.

3. There's a ban on demonstrations outside the town hall.

4. The subsidy is being gradually phased out.

5. They persisted in suggesting that we were to blame for the problem.

6. He has the reputation for being a hardworking person.

7. Far from being friendly with him, I hardly even know him.

8. I advise you not to place any reliance on what you hear on the radio about my case.

9. However hard she tries, she won't succeed.

10. You have the option to accept that job offer.

11. She struck me as a highly efficient secretary.

12. The firm went into liquidation after failing to win the contract.

13. She did everything in her power to save her marriage.

14. In my opinion, Simon was a fool to turn down their job offer.

15. She was on the point of handing in her notice when the boss decided to promote her.

1. as

2. position

3. into

4. based

5. to

6. shows

7. has

8. information

9. of

10. or

11. to

12. the

13. course

14. even

15. still

16. in

17. could/might

18. avoid

19. due

20. as

1. D

2. A

3. D

4. B

5. B

6. D

7. B

8. D

9. A

10. C

11. A

12. A

13. C

14. B

15. A

16. D

17. A

18. D

19. C

20. B

