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Pollák Erzsébet

The poetry of Byron and Shelley

-they belong to the 2nd generation of romantic poets (Byron, Shelley, Keats)

-the keyword to the 2nd generation: conflict; poetry of conflict (1st gen.: imagination)

-Byron created the Byronic hero:   -feeling of spleen, world pain

-satiric, ironic approach

-disillusion

-scepticism

-outsider

-his real self and poetic self are united with each other

-‘Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage’ (1820) – it is connected with the Byronic hero

-it is a travel poem

-young aristocrats as a part of their education made a grand tour in Europe; it took some years

-it is a description of Byron’s grand tour all over Europe

-there are no detailed descriptions about the countries he visited; it is not about countries, landscape; the focus is on his experiences, attitude toward places (disillusion, spleen)

-the poet wanted to become a Byronic hero; Ch. Harold = representation of Byron’s poetic self and the actual real person as well (strange interaction)

-after the first published version he became celebrated, famous

-Byron was a technically immense poet

-the Byronic hero can be found in B’s very early period (1807-)

-B created his life as a work of art ~ text

-he tried to combine his life and his texts that created the Byronic hero according to his imaginations

-there was a certain development in his working

Darkness

-the title is significant – total loss of any hope, total darkness, disillusion, hopelessness

-middle period (1815-18); defeated by his pains; Byronic hero – central protagonist

-focus on individual → social conflicts of classic society

-darkness is due to the death of the Sun

-it was a terrible dream, a nightmare; empty, cold universe is described here

-dominance of negative sentence structure

-dominance of the suffix –less ~ sg is lost, eg is dead

-the wave

-the wind    }   also crucial elements in Shelley’s Ode to the West Wind

-the cloud

-end of the world vision; darkness is taking over

-how can individual survive in that kind of total darkness – it is the Q

-fights with the spirits of nature

-existentialist poems/heroes in this middle period – we can observe how the Byronic hero is defeated by the social conflicts & the superhuman villain heroes; he  recognizes the terrible gap bw. illusions of BH 

-last period: most fascinating; comes a turning point, sort of change when he begins to ridicule all those conflicts; reduces the horrible nightmare; it’s a kind of return from death; satirist attack of the failures of social reality; he develops a sort of colloquial satire in his mature period; conflicts are the same but the way he handles is different; instead of the tragic destruction of the BH, here we have a disillusion laughter; he developed a colloquial poetry in Beppo & Don Juan

-he lived in Italy; had to leave England because he had so many debts (at first he went to Switzerland)

-1816: he spent the summer with Shelley together in Switzerland; it was a very rainy summer; Byron’s and Shelley’s guests entertained themselves by reading esp. German gossip stories; decided each of them will write a horror story

-then he went to Italy; he rented a palace at Canale Grande in Venice

-Italy: the 3 major figures of the 2nd gen. went to Italy; a Mediterranean country, climatic vegetation is exotic; catholic c. - alien to an English protestant person; treasure of art, culture; Italy as such was very important in English literature; sg special in England (Elizabeth &Robert Browney went to Italy; love story)

-Byron died in Greece; he went there to support the Greek War of Independence; the purpose was heroic; he had mysterious infections, fevers (malaria); (Keats suffered from tuberculosis – died in Rome)

Beppo

A Venetian Story (subtitle)

-setting: Venice, time: The Carnivale – strange for an English person

-Beppo: a rich merchant, makes business not without risk; he travelled a lot

-Laura: his wife; beautiful, embodiment of Italian beauty; she was alone when the Carnivale starts, her husband was away → suffers from loneliness

-practical Italian solution (? social life without a husband, alone she couldn’t go to parties): Laura has a serving knight, she can go to parties with her ‘cavalier servente’ (= Mo.: early 20th c. comedies – ‘házibarát’ – Molnár Ferenc); totally accepted social institution

-Beppo comes back, wearing Turkish clothes; Laura cannot recognize her husband → Beppo will be desperate

-the poem doesn’t tell us what happened then; it is not complete, unfinished poem;

-the poem is about Beppo and Laura, but not a full story, not really interesting

-mocking the Italian habits: Beppo doesn’t kill the ‘cavalier servente’, they enjoy the situation; friend of the husband, lover of the wife

-in British poetry it must have been a tragedy, disaster

-structure: 99 stanzas

-the narrator decides to tell a story; the voice of the narrator finishes the story; he makes comments, ironic remarks

-the pattern of narration: he all the time begins to tell the story, bec. he always talks about other things; it might have been better if he had been able to finish the story sooner; he reached the bottom of the page, that’s why he finishes the story

-frame: an educated gentleman wants to tell a funny story; it is casual, colloquial; the narration is actually mocking the conventions of story-telling

- the story is not about Venice  England; a mocking comparison bw. England and Italy (ridicules English lifestyle, compares lg as well); he tries to prove that Engl. is superior  becomes a ridicule of England

-in the text we can very often find lines bw. brackets/dashes – imitating the colloquial tone of the poet

-Byron was able to reinvent himself; total darkness of the Byronic hero becomes here an amused and amusing colloquial satire; disillusion remains, but now it is not so tragic, it becomes funny; satiric approach = way out of that unbearable context

Shelley

-friend and contemporary of Byron; strange friendship: Shelley admired Byron’s lifestyle, Byron respected S’s idealism

-Shelley’s poetry could be understood as poetry of conflict

-Shelley was a revolutionary, politically involved and active person  Platonic idealist

-S wrote: ‘I have a passion for reforming world’

-conflict bw. his radicalism, materialism and idealism can be seen on a social, political level

-his political poetry can be divided into 3 major types:

1. didactic poetry: very directly, immediately giving a political message (England 1819)

2. allegorical poetry: immediate teaching/message becomes more allegorical (The Masque of Anarchy)

3. symbolic abstraction: political poetry which is given on the level of symbolical abstraction; not direct immediacy of political message; symbolic representation of tyranny; fight of the individual for moral improvement (Prometheus Unbound)

-ateism and radicalism go side by side combined with materialism in his epistemology

-he died in a tragic boat accident in Italy

Ode to the West Wind

-ode: sg superhuman is addressed

-crucial structural elements: wind, clouds, waves (~ Byron – Darkness)

-the poet addresses the West Wind = part of materiality of nature, well-known phenomenon; actually it is air  invisible; we can only see the effects of it; it is called a ‘Wild Spirit’ – sg spiritual

-the poem consists of 5 parts:

1. shows the power, effect of the West Wind on the Earth; dead leafs

2. the sky, where the clouds are scattered and pushed in the same way as the dead leafs on the Earth

3. Blue Mediterranean = the sea  waves

4. different from the first three parts; the poet’s individual is introduced (‘If  I were...’)

     he would like to be one with the West Wind; 

     he compares himself to the wind: he has the same power, energy  a moment of    extasy  then he falls back to the materiality of his body  the wind is eternal, immortal; the poet’s body is affected by heavy weight of hours; the West Wind is not aware of time; he cannot be one with the West Wind; summarizing the 1st 3 parts, climax, falling back

5. he wants to be a powerful musical instrument of the Wind; ‘trumpet of prophecy’ – sound is produced by motion of air  like the West Wind

    eternal cycle of nature

