The spread of English

Lecture (29/09/2004)

What is mother tongue?

1. Criteria of origin

2. Criteria of identification a) Your opinion (internal)

b) Other’s opinion (external)

3. Frequency of use

4. Fluency

Mother tongue can change, or you can have more mother tongues.

ENL (native English-speakers) e.g. in USA or UK

EFL (English as a Foreign lg): the learner doesn’t live within the lg’s environment; e.g. in Hungary and many other countries

ESL (English as a Second lg): the lg of the larger community; exposure to native speakers; e.g. Canada, India, South Africa, New Zealand

25 years ago there was about 300 million ENL, 300 million of ESL and about 100 m EFL. By now EFL has largely increased. 

Ex. Yugoslavia: Serbo-Croatian was one lg. 
Now: Serbian, Croatian, and Bosnian: but they can still understand each other. The same happens between the speakers of Danish and Norwegian. 

Sometimes there are misunderstandings because of measures: gallons vs. litres; miles vs. metres. 

Which will win? Which part of the world is going to learn the other system? 

Majority principle will not work, because the minority can be too strong to let them do so. 

