Introduction to Applied Linguistics                         Kovács Gabi 22.09.2004

Variations of English

Native speakers think:

· non-native speakers violate the language

· native speakers speak pure, errorless English

                   (
we are afraid of native speakers( linguistic insecurity







(


this is wrong; non-native speakers shouldn’t be afraid

In school: error corrections

· there are mistakes that native speakers make too ( eg. t instead of th)

· native speakers of a lg. can make mistakes?!

(
they all speak perfect English but the varieties are valued differently:

· high valued: th

· undervalued: t ( a mistake from the point of Standard English, not from the point of his/her own variety)

- too many error corrections in class( students can never say a full sentence(        ( fixation of errors

· errors are now tolerated; regarded as normal characteristic of language learning

· it is impossible to learn without errors

· the teacher can get access to the learning process by letting students make mistakes

- errors are systematic( better strategies to teach the language( errors should be encouraged in the learning process

- communication is important( to be successful user of the language (you don’t have to be grammatically correct all the time)( sometimes grammatically totally incorrect sentences work perfectly in communication( it is more important to develop communication skills

generative linguists:

· ideal native speaker: speaks in grammatically correct sentences( it doesn’t exist

· people disagree about what is correct English

who is well qualified foreign language teacher?

· native speakers?

· non-native speakers?( native speakers don’t know anything about their language; they speak well but they are not good source of information:

eg. - regional, educational, social variations: if a native speaker is asked how a word is pronounced he will use the formal variation( formal speech can be different from casual speech( you may not get the proper answer

· variations can show the direction of linguistic change: when the young use a form but the old don’t( ongoing linguistic change

· native speakers use the lg. perfectly but can’t explain it:

eg.   He likes to swim. vs. He likes swimming.

      (He enjoys to swim. vs. He enjoys swimming.

        He wants to swim. vs. (He wants swimming.( Why?

(
· everyone has an idea about correct speech

· native speakers are not good sources of linguistic information

· women speak more standard way than men

· people don’t know the variations

