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Paper Proposal: Stylistic analysis of Plain Indian Drawings

In my major paper I will analyse plain indian drawings from the point of view of style. The object of my analysis is The Yellow Nose Ledger which contains cheyenne drawings collected by H.R.Voth, Mennonite missionary, before 1889 in Oklahoma. The collection is kept in The National Anthropological Archives, Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC (cat. No. 166,032). The pictures were created by indian artists, and it is a fact, that not all of the drawings were made by one person; according to scientific researches the presumption is that the works of art are created by minimum four people. Consequently, my task is to identify the stylistic marks of the artists in order to find out which pictures are drawn by the same man.

Around 1850, the cheyenne tribe lived in the area of Colorado, Wyoming, Nebraska and Kansas and their language belongs to the algonkin language family. Nowadays 5-6000 cheyenne people live in the world. The cheyenne culture and world concept are reflected in their drawings; these pieces of information helps the analysis too.  

Janet Catherine Berlo’s book (Plains Indian Drawings 1865-1935) constitutes the starting point of my examination; it gives me significant information about the pieces of art I analyse. Candace Greene’s  writing  gives a deeper insight of structure and meaning of cheyenne drawings; Szabo’s book about the history of ledger art makes me understand the historical background of the drawings. 
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