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How to teach reading?

What skill is reading?

· receptive: the learner doesn’t have to pronounce the language, the learner has to understand

· written: you have time to work with the text

· differences between reading in native language and reading in foreign language: eg. Reading speed

Why teach reading?

· reading comprehension in native lang. affects the reading compr. in foreign lang.

· many reasons: - study purpose

                                    - for pleasure

                                    - at work

                              - survival

· any exposure to language is useful: it helps acquisition

· motivating

· good model for writing: good readers are good writers

· opportunities to study the language

· good focus for other skill activities

· develops learner’s autonomy

What to read?

- text types: - authentic: not intended for lang. teaching purposes; written for native

 speakers

                    - semi-authentic: look authentic, but they are slightly modified to the

 level of the learners

              - scripted: written for foreign language learning purposes

- issues to consider: content; learner’s age/ interest/ level

What reading skills should students acquire?

· reading aloud: speaking organs are active + reading comprehension is active 

( too much at the same time; hinders comprehension). Reading 

aloud is good for practice of pronounciation

· silent reading: reading activities should be done silently

· subskills of reading skills: - scanning: when you look for specific information



 in a text

                                                - skimming: you get a general picture of the text

· extensive: reading for pleasure

· intensive: reading for detailed comprehension

What are the principles behind teaching of reading?

1. reading is not a passive skill

2. students need to be engaged with what they are reading: you never read in your native language without purpose; you have to give your learners purpose

3. students should be encouraged to respond to the content of a reading text, not just to the language; students should understand the meaning of the whole text

4. prediction is a major factor in reading: you always have a certain expectation, what the text will be about  (careful preparation of a reading text)

5. match the task to the topic (eg. We never read ads intensively)

6. good teachers exploit reading texts to the full: you can teach a text for several different purposes

Questions and Questioning

Main features of the questions: types and purposes

-    yes or no questions: good for checking comprehension; no language 
production

· Wh-questions + how: seek for information; not too complicated and long questions; you should be able to  rephrase your qu.

· Choice questions: eg. Would you like tea or coffee?- the learner can answer without understanding it

1. Questions about a text:

· chronological order

· mixed order: the reader has to read the text several times

3.

· genuine questions: a real question (when you don’t know the answer)

· display question: you know the answer, you want to know if the student knows

· follow-up questions: you teach something, and you want to check the understanding
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