What do we know about Language learning

conscious (native) - unconscious (foreign/second~)

/foreign->learn in Institution; second->learn in particular environment/

-learning/acquisiton (natural Language)

-in contact with foreign language children & adults learn similarly:


a, without studying


b, can have problems with pronounciation & grammar

BUT 

-not all adults can learn successfully

-exposition: hear/see but not necessarily able to produce

-motivation: they want to communicate

-use
-opportunities to use the language

>


-chance to try and check progress all the time
> abroad


-feedback & help from others


>

-informal (natural acquisition)/formal learning (Language instruction/learning-teaching)

What elements are necessary for successful Language learning in classroom?

-conditions of the classroom should be similar to natural-language environment

-students need to be motivated/exposed to/and given chances to use Language

ESA-> 3 elements needful

1, Engage -teacher has to arouse student's interest, involve emotion, provide challenge (discussions, games, role plays)

2, Study -student focus on language and how it is constructed ->contributes to subconscious language acquisition

3, Activate -activities & exercises which get student use the language as communicatively as he can

How do the 3 elements fit together in lesson sequences?

1, Straight Arrow sequence: E->S->A

2, Boomerang sequence: E->A->S->A

3, Patchwork sequence: E->A->S->A->S->E->A

these ESA elements are present most of the time

they should be varied to avoid monotony

they ensure successful language teaching-learning

What teaching modells have influenced current teaching practices?

model/method/approach

1, grammar translation method: traditional method of language teaching

-useful to teach dead languages, like latin

-deductive way: rules without explanation ->teaches about language and not the language

-texts used are mainly literary

-advantage: culture+structure, reading/writing/grammar Ok

-disadv: speaking/listening skills pushed in the background

2, Audio-lingualism: teaching the spoken language to be able to communicate (soldiers)

-behaviorist theroy - learning is habit formation - drill (repetition of utterance)

3, Total physical response: Language is best learnt while physical activities

4, Suggestopedia: subconscious learning -learning without effort

5, Silent way: target language learnt with constant comparison with the native

-the teacher doesn't say a word -I'm constructing the foreign language on my own

6, direct method: exposure to the target language makes acquisition quicker & easier (not in classroom)

7, techniques: Presentation~Practice~Production [PPP]

8, task-based learning: meaningful tasks promote language learning-> Project-work

9, Communicative language teaching: Language is not only grammar, there are functions as well

if there is enough exposure- language learning will take care of itself

/communication=info exchange - info gap between producer & receiver -> gap-feeling expected/

teachers should develop the need for communication

+ eclectic method: elements of other styles put into ONE

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ESA: 

straight arrow: E: picture of a robot-what they see?



S: the robot Can/Can't...



A: design own robot

boomerang:
E: job interviews (what?how?where?)



A: design an interview in pairs



teacher monitors the process



S: work on functions/grammar



A: design another interview (changing roles)

[controlled: teacher gives the language to be used by the student//free practice (~language production)]

patchwork:
E: picture of sunbathers and beach (context)



A: write a dialogue between doctor & sunburnt person (eliciting existing knowledge)



show an article on that topic



S: practice new vocabulary related to topic (grammar of the article: compound words,...)



A: summarize the topic/ student's experiences ~personalization



S: relative clauses



E: write an advertisement on a suntan lotion



A: present the ad

