HOW TO BE A GOOD LEARNER?

-some people are not able to learn a foreign language

a, Why is it difficult to describe a good learner? What do you think it takes to be a good student in the following areas?

-art: creativity, imagination

- boxing: strength

- driving. Patient, good reflexions

- mathematics: precision

-medicine: can symphatise, careful

- swimming: coordination, stamina, strength

- playing the violin: certain talent

b, General features of learning:

- background- it is very important

- past learning experience

-reason for learning

- personality- e.g.:men-women

- age( especially in connection with foreign languages)



there are critical periods(the older you are the more difficult it is to learn a foreign language)

-practise

-stamina- you have to have certain willpower to learn

c, How important is the students motivation?

-desire to learn (you have to have the subject and the culture etc.)

- teacher have to make the subject more attractive

-reason for learning- (integrative motivation: the student want to integrate into the culture




instrumental: to get a better job)

1, extransic motivation comes from outside

2, entransic motivation comes from inside

-physical condition (the surroundings)

-the methods

-the teacher

-the feeling of succes

 -fear the failure

Maintaining the problem  the teacher”s responsibility is very high.

Real motivation comes from within each individual.

D, Who is responsible for learning?

-teacher”s role-(teachers have to make the learner responsible for his/her learning)

- self access: some people say they can learn on their own computers and books), it is good for search work, but not really for studying

-individual work

e, What characteristics do good classroom learners share?

A willingness to:


-listen


-to experiment the language


-ask questions( not to expect any questions, not to let the students out of your control)


-think about how to learn( certain routine for learning, e.g.: time of studying)


-accept correction( willing to cooperate with the teacher)

f, Learning strategies: without having a plan in your mind it is impossible to learn

    Stearn:made distinction between strategy and technic



Strategy: -action you take when you cannot realize something



Technic:- a kind of a plan in your mind and you realize it in a certain way

G, Problems of learning a foreign language:

· presence of first language

· code communication dilemma (the beginner does not have the codes)

· choice between learning intuitively and consciously

· acquisition: when you learn something unconsciously

· when you learn a foreign lang. You need some acquisition in order to communicate on that lang. (learning and acquisition)

· RUBIN:number of strategies that a good learner should have

· Planning

· To be active, approach any task actively

· To have certain empathy

· Tolerance towards speakers of the lang.

· Develop certain former collection of strategies-technical side

· To be experimental

· To be semantics-searching for meaning and understanding

· Practise

· Communication

· To be able to monitor

· To be able to internalise what is taught

In order to make our learner better we have to provide learning training (strategy for learning). You have to be aware of these strategies and choose the best one for your students.

H, what is special about teaching adults?

     -learning experience (bad, good)

     -record of success and failure

     -anxiety

     -teacher”s control

     -life experience

     -teaching methods

     -boredom

i, What are the different levels?

    Beginners                                              intermediate                                advanced

       False beg     elementary   lower intermediate        upper intermediate

-false beg: they have started learning the language several times (you have to push them through the barrier)

-elementary: students have some knowledge

-lower intermediate

-upper intermediate

-advanced

Council of Europe levels: works in Strassburg

                                          Defined each level (divided 6 levels)

                                          Language examination:international exams came to Hungary      

                                                                          (pitman)

-in 2005 there will be a new final examination introduced in the secondary school

A1 and A2:from beginners to lower interm.

B1 and B2:from interm. to adv.

C1 and C2: from advanced

Modern languages: learning, teaching, assessment

A common European framework of Reference

J, Proficient user: C2: can undrestand with ease virtually every thing heard or read, can summarise information from different spoken and written sources, reconstructing arguments and accounts in a coherent presentation, can express him/herself spontaneously, very fluently and precisely (near native speaker)

   Independent user: B1 , B2

   Basic user: A2

                      A1: can understand and use familiar, everyday expressions and very basis phrases aimed at the satisfaction of needs of a concrete type. Can introduce him/herself and others, can ask and amswer questions about personal detailes such as where he/she lives, people he/she knows. Can interact in a simple way provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and is prepared to help.

                     C: proficient user: C2: Mastery-820lessons

                                                   C1:effective proficiency –660 lessons

                     B. independent user: B2: Vantage- 540 lessons

                                                       B1: Threshold- 420 lessons

                     A: basic user: A2: Waystage –300 lessons

                                             A1: Breakthrough- 180 lessons

How should we teach different levels?

-language

-activity

-to be sensitive to your students” features

-you have to be very careful what lang. you use

- there is difference between a foreign lang.class ahnd any other class

-you have to be careful what activities you use                          

