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The Bride and the Bridle

1) Referents

a) “Arcadian Romanticks”

b) Elizabeth I

c) The Sound of Virtue

d) Pyrocles and Philoclea

e) The princes

2) Main points

Par.3
Blair Worden’s new book, The Sound of Virtue, goes considerably further in its claims for the Arcadia’s political seriousness.

Par.5
Worden’s project is more subtle than that of simply establishing allegorical correspondences between Sidney’s text and a set of events.

Par.7
Some readers, however, may question Worden’s conclusion, which proposes to resolve at once the question of our sympathies with Sidney’s romantic plot and that of Sidney’s conception of political liberty.

Par.8
There is nothing innovative or even specific to Sidney about this image of moderate rule, because it was Xenophon who wrote such a horse-breaking analogy which taught men how to manage wives, however, Sidney modified this idea.


3) Questions

a) John Hayward, a Tacitean historian, took the vocabulary of his depiction of the calamity faced at the approach of the death of Mary Tudor in 1558 from Sidney’s description of the death of Basilius in Arcadia.

b) According to their interpretation, Elizabeth I hesitated, because she was threatened by the prospect of Anjou’s Catholic take-over.

c) It can be argued in the sense of her defensive attitude. 

d) Male virtue is threatened by female tyranny with female undisciplined feminine passions and women’s beauty.

Not in front…

5) vocabulary

a) supine

b) rampage

c) retention

d) exacerbate

e) crudity

