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US popular culture
1) Referents

a) debates about which kind of art form, the popular or the serious, best contributes to the enrichment of modern society 
b) Charles Ives’ compositions
c) the masters of silent screen comedy
d) entertainment media
e) popular music and jazz
2) Main points

Par.3
The authors’ task in this introduction is to inquire into the scope of American popular culture by analyzing its roots, and by contrasting it with what contemporary social scientists often call high culture and folk culture.

Par.7
Popular artists aim to reach an audience with works that are calculated to sell.
Par.8
Perhaps movies and their evolution into film exemplify best the perceptual change of audiences.
Par.10
Jazz music illustrates the uncertainty of the distinction among folk, high and popular culture; it shows that the same art form can be part of each of them at different stages.
3) Questions

a) Yes.
b) As time goes by, folk art often gets in to museums and concert halls where high-culture audiences pay attention to it, and folk art becomes high-culture art.
c) Through the entertainment media.
d) ‘Movies’’ audiences was popular culture audiences, while ‘films’’ ones are high-culture ones.
4) Vocabulary

a) rectify
b) apparent
c) transcend
d) proliferation
