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Synge

1) Referents

a) Yeats’ memoir of Synge

b) The tensions in Synge’s Protestant upbringing

c) the biographer: McCormack

d) Kathleen Synge’s family “sectarianism”

e) McCormack’s book

2) Main points

Par.5: The interpretations of both Synge and his play are changing endlessly.

Par.6:  McCormack contextualized the previous biographies of Synge in his book, for example, Yeats’ memoir of Synge, which is the most unreliable account we have.

Par.7: Looking at the financial condition of Synge’s family, McCormack realized, that they lived in poverty.

Par.8: McCormack explores, for the first time in detail, that Synge rejected both the Church of Ireland‘s brand of Reformed Christianity and the particular branch of religion the Synge family espoused because of his readings.    

3) Questions

a) A continuity can be traced from The Playboy of the Western Word to many following writers’ works in the respect of Synge’s dramatic method.

b) Synge’s The Playboy of the Western World caused disorder in the audience, because in this play Synge seemed to ridicule the Irish poor, and the early twentieth-century Irish nationalists found this offending and humiliating.

c) No, he was not an only child.

d) In The Shadow of the Glen, his character, a wife, chooses sexuality instead of property.

e) sojourn

f) espouse

g) parricide

h) substance

i) traduce
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Knightly

1) Structural categories

Par.2: introduction

Par.3: evaluation, description

Par.4: discussion

Par.5: evaluation, description

Par.8: discussion, description

2) Referents

a) A myth about Australia

b) How to make Australia an interesting enough place for its ambitious inhabitants not to be drawn away from.

c) He keeps in the foreground white Australia’s long history of racism against those who were there before and who came later.

d) The Governor-General’s dismissal of Gough Whitlam in 1975 – done without reference to the Queen.

e) The opinion, that Australia is not a country, it is a way of life, sort of ungovernable.

3) Main points

Par.1: Michael Davie is a bit surprised by how Australians feel about the United Kingdom.

Par.4: Knightley sees in Australia the word’s pre-eminent experiment in constructing the ideal society, and he is optimistic about Australia’s multiculturalism.

Par.6: According to Davie, Australia’s powerful sense of grievance against Britain for letting it down in the Second World War was unfounded, because in Davie’s opinion Australia was not an integral part of the British State. 

Par.8: 

Par.9: Although Davie and Knightly see contemporary Australia as a consumer’s paradise, both authors glimpse a land of lotus-eaters behind the ideal tourist destination.

4) Questions

a) Knightly does not regard Australian racism as an unsolvable problem, he is hopeful.

b) Davie is astonished at Australia’s complaint, he thinks Australia has no ground of it, because a state’s most important duty is to protect itself, and it was obvious that Britain could not help. 

c) India is the child of Great Britain which is better loved, and favoured unduly.

d) There is myth about Australia’s history, according to it Australia was a boring place and its inhabitants felt disillusioned, that they were forever thought to be migrant Englishmen; and another myth held, that Australia is the consumers heaven.

e) He means that Australia is a bit dreamy, and not active enough in self-definition.  

