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Alphabet

1) Referents
a) The old writing system of Korea
b) The method known as “phonics”
c) Written and spoken sign systems 
d) A “phonetic” alphabet
e) People’s intentions
Shrimps

2) Main points
a) Par.4
 In Reconstructing America Ceaser lets the assertion of patriotism stand, and its  sentiment permeates the whole of this careful, scholarly and dispassionate history of the lowly view of America – a “Symbolic America” as he labels it.

b) Par.5
In his book Reconstructing America Ceaser undertakes to redeem both America and his own profession, political science.
c) Par.6
Ceaser traces the origins of Symbolic America to the letter half of the eighteenth century, when European naturalists first formulated the theory of degeneracy; for example, Abbé de Pauw wrote in 1770 that “It is a great and terrible spectacle to see one half of the globe so disfavoured by nature that everything found there is degenerate, or monstrous”.
d) Par.8
Ceaser regretfully reports that although Thomas Jefferson recounted an ironical story of Abbé Raynal’s theory of American degeneracy, he was not immune to the degeneracy theory; consequently, it remained for Madison and Hamilton to shift the grounds of argument to political science, which gave primacy to laws and the institutions and structures of the polity.
e) Par.12
 Ceaser’s too brief discussion of Leo Strauss focuses not on the famous ancients-versus-moderns theme but on the role Strauss assigned to political science. 
3) Questions
a) Jefferson called Abbé Raynal “a mere shrimp” since on a dinner party hosted by Benjamin Franklin the Frenchmen were far more shorter of stature than the Americans, and Abbé Raynal was the most stunted of them. 
b) Tocqueville claimed that the application of political reason and will could solve the affairs of American society, he saw this new political science as the redeeming feature of American democracy and liberty. He opposed the racialist theories and rejected “Symbolic America”. However, Gobineau thought that natural sciences can give the explanation of humanity and society, consequently, racial differentiation is the basic, inevitable fact of life, and racial purity is the principal criterion which promotes the health of a nation, since he maintains that America is in an advanced state of degeneracy.
c) Since positivism and historicism refuse to accept the role of human will and reason in shaping political practices and institutions.
d) “Symbolic America” refers to the lowly view of America according to which America symbolises things like degeneration, monstrosity, stuntness, grotesqueness and deformation.

e) It is the reviewer’s opinion.
